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Odds and Ends… Hmmm I won-
der where that saying ever came
from in the first place… lets see…

“There is no person listed as
starting the phrase ‘odds and ends,’
however, it began way back in the
1500s for materials that were left-
over from manufacturing or busi-
ness. In the mid 1700s it was used
widely for anything that you wanted
to use it for.”

Okay, so much for that…

It’s summertime and we all like
to get outside and enjoy outdoor
activities. However, we all need to
think about safety, first and fore-
most. I can remember my Dad
telling me after I had accomplished
a not so brilliant act: “Son, why did
you do that?”

“But Dad,” I’d say, “I didn’t try
to…” To which he would say, “Son
that’s right. But you didn’t try NOT
TO!” So as we all enjoy this won-
derful summer season, let’s remem-
ber those wise words of wisdom.
Safety is very important to summer-
time fun. 

With that in mind, all of our town
roads have posted speed limits.
However, nowhere is it stated that
you have to maintain that posted
speed limit. If the posted limit is 35
mph and you know that during the
good-weather months people fre-
quently use the same roadway you
travel for walking and biking,
PLEASE SLOW DOWN! You
never know when that young person
might appear out of nowhere. 

Put yourself in the shoes of a
walker or biker; or better yet, think
of them as one of your own family
members. Wouldn’t you want every
motorist to take extra precautions?

It’s safer… and you’ll get there just
the same and enjoy the ride. 

Fireworks. By the time this
newsletter reaches you, the 4th of
July will have come and gone. But,
ah yes, those wonderful pyrotech-
nics that light up our night skies
seem to continue on throughout the
summer months. Remember, two
rules apply: “local laws” and “com-
mon sense.” Be respectful of your
neighbors, and with the hot DRY
season this year, be respectful of
FIRE DANGERS.

Lastly. The other day, when it
was very hot, I walked out to the
road as the truck that picks up all of
our garbage and recycled materials
was passing by. After offering him a
cold bottle of water, I had a chance
to talk to him. He said that, in gen-
eral, the majority of residents have

placed their containers within easy
reach of his automated truck “arm.”
However, occasionally containers
are too close together for the truck’s
clamp to effectively grab one with-
out pushing the other one, and
sometimes accidentally dumping it
over. He then stops his truck and
retrieves the spilled contents. 

On other occasions, residents
have set extra materials on top of the
container, which when lifted up by
the truck’s arm spills off into the
road. He then stops his truck and
picks up that material. He said,
“Please understand.” He wants his
customers to be satisfied with the
company’s pickup services and that
is why he picks up excess materials
out of courtesy to his customers.

I say, should not WE show some
concern and courtesy back to the
route driver? Filling the containers
to the maximum, even if the cover is
ajar, is one thing. But by stacking
excess materials on or next to these
containers, it becomes a challenge
for a driver to do his job effectively
and efficiently.

Thanks.
Bob Schmeichel,
Town Chairman

ChaIrman’s Chatter

Odds and Ends

Town Chairman
Bob Schmeichel
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If you live WEST of Highway 41 or NORTH of
Winneconne Ave. (JJ/114), your recycling and trash
pickup day is TUESDAY. Trash is picked up every
week; recycling is picked up every-other week. If
you live between County Hwy. JJ/Winneconne Ave.
and Larsen Road, you are GROUP A. If you live
north of Larsen/ Oakridge or south of JJ/Winne -
conne, you are GROUP B.

WEST of hwy 41 RECyCLING PICKuP
TuESDAyS (except where noted)

GROuP A GROuP B

July 10 July 17

July 24 July 31

Aug 7 Aug 14

Aug 21 Aug 28

Sept 5 (WEDS) Sept 11

Sept 18 Sept 25

If you live EAST of Highway 41 and SOUTH of
Winneconne Ave. (JJ/114), your recycling and trash
pickup day is WEDNESDAY. Trash is picked up
every week; recycling is picked up every-other
week. If you live south of Bell St. and west of the
Hidden Acres subdivision, you are GROUP A. If
you live anywhere else in this area, you are GROUP
B. Maps are available on the Town’s website or at
the Town Hall.

EAST of hwy 41 RECyCLING PICKuP
WEDNESDAyS (except where noted)

GROuP A GROuP B

July 11 July 18

July 25 Aug 1

Aug 8 Aug 15

Aug 22 Aug 29

Sept 6 (THURS) Sept 12

Sept 19 Sept 26

Please remember the following recycling-collec-
tion requirements:

1) Only Veolia-supplied carts will be emptied

2) Carts should be placed at the curb by 6 a.m. on
your collection day.

3) Carts must be facing the street as indicated by
arrows on the cart lid.

4) Please leave at least five feet of space between
your cart and any other object, such as a light pole,
mailbox, or other trash/recycling cart. 

5) Veolia will not pick up trash or recycling that
does not fit inside the cart. Lids must be closed to be
serviced. Material outside the cart will NOT be col-
lected.

6) Please bag your trash to prevent loose materi-
als from blowing out.

7) Recycling must be loose in the cart -- no plas-
tic bags or stringed paper bundles.

8) Please do not tightly stuff or compress materi-
al into the carts, as the carts may not completely
empty into the truck. The truck will not return for
carts that did not empty.

9) Electronic waste (TVs, radios, VCRs, DVD
players, computers and computer parts, cell phones,
etc. will NOT be accepted. Please take all such items
to the Winnebago County landfill or to an e-recy-
cling facility.

10) No oil, oil filters, or oil-absorbent materials. 

11) No grass clippings, yard waste, Christmas
trees, or ashes will be accepted.

12) No hazardous wastes will be accepted.

If you have questions about your trash/recy-
cling service, or to report a missed pickup, call
Veolia at 920 685-6666. 

For information on Winnebago County recycling
and hazardous waste disposal, call 920 232-1850.

Town of Neenah recycling schedule
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A vegetated or grass swale is
commonly but inaccurately referred
to as a ditch. Unlike ditches, which
are designed to convey water away
from roadways, a vegetated swale is
specifically designed to promote
water soaking into the ground. It
functions as a part of your commu-
nity’s stormwater system.  

A vegetated swale is a stormwa-
ter best management practice
(BMP) that treats and conveys
stormwater from individual lots
downstream to receiving waters.
Stormwater is not directed to a
sewage treatment plant.   

USAGE
Swales, like ditches, are often

placed along roads and in drainage
easements in side/back lot lines.
They are part of a regional drainage
system that must be protected.
Swales are intended to treat relative-
ly flat and small drainage areas with
contributory areas less than five
acres. Swales should not be used in
areas with steep slopes unless meas-
ures to reduce flow velocities are in
place. Swales are not a place to
deposit yard waste or other debris.

BENEFITS
• Traps sediment and other pollu-

tants

• Reduces runoff and promotes
water soaking into the ground

• Can be used to retrofit small areas
to meet water quality require-
ments

• Linear nature makes them effec-
tive at treating runoff from roads
and residential areas

What is a grass swale and why is it important?

Swales are an important component of the Town of Neenah’s
stormwater management system. Property owners must keep their
swales free of debris

adveRTising RaTes

foR This newsleTTeR

fu  page – $240
1/2 page – $120
1/4 page – $60
1/8 page – $30

This newsletter is circulated to Town of
Neenah residents and businesses.

Call Dave Dexter at 
920 858-6096 for information.

Rain barrels: Catching rain when it falls 
benefits you and our local waters
A tip from the Northeast Wisconsin Stormwater Consortium

The Fox Valley area receives
an average of 22.23 inches of
rain from April through October.
Rain runs off your rooftop, onto
your driveway, and down the
street, collecting dirt, debris, fer-
tilizer, and other harmful sub-
stances along the way. All of the
polluted water ends up in our
local waters unless we stop the
water where it falls.

A rain barrel is a system that
collects rainwater from your roof
that would otherwise be lost to
runoff. Rain barrels come in a
wide variety of materials,
designs, and colors. Rain barrels
can be purchased at local hard-
ware stores or can be built at a
rain barrel workshop.

Rain water is best for plants.
Catching rain water in a rain bar-
rel allows you to water your gar-
den and plants indoors and out
during dry periods.

Using a rain barrel not only
benefits you but also our local
waters. Water stored in a rain

barrel and used for watering
plants won’t rush off your prop-
erty and carry pollutants to our
streams and rivers. Not only that,
but water that is used for water-
ing sinks into the ground and
replenishes the ground water
supply. Two great benefits from
one barrel!

Rain barrels come in a wide
variety of materials, designs, and
colors. Ready-made barrels are
available at most hardware
stores and garden centers.
Alternatively, you can save
money by making your own bar-
rel. For more information on
making your own barrel, visit
the following website: <http://
r enewourwate r s .o rg /Ra in -
Barrels.html>.

A rain barrel must be secured
on a firm level surface. Water is
heavy a 55-gallon barrel
weighs approximately 460
pounds and tipping is a risk if it
is not secured or on level
ground.



BURNING: Burning is permitted in the
Town of Neenah, but the Fire Department
requests that you use common sense (dry-
ness and wind are always factors to
watch), and that you call the Winnebago
County Sheriff’s Office non-emergency
number (236-7300, #0) before and after
burning to avoid false alarms. Please be
considerate of your neighbors when burn-
ing, making sure the smoke isn’t blowing
in their direction. Burning garbage is pro-
hibited.

RECYCLING: All town recycling is
picked up every-other week, depending
on where you live (see page 6). All recy-
clables to be picked up must fit inside the
container supplied by Veolia. They will
not pick up  bagged or boxed items, or
recyclables in other containers. Please do
not wrap items with string or place any-
thing inside plastic bags. Electronics,
waste oil, and other materials may not be
placed with your recyclables or in the
trash.

DOGS: All Town of Neenah dogs must
be licensed. The  license is issued by the
clerk/treasurer. The cost for neutered/
spayed dogs is $5; all others are $10.
Dogs cannot run at large. They must be
confined to your property or on a leash
and under your control if off the property.
NOTE: Leashed dogs are allowed in
Town parks provided you immediately
pick up any waste.

DEER/WILDLIFE PROBLEMS: The
Town has no authority to handle wildlife
problems. If you see a dead animal on the
road call the County Sheriff at 236-7300,
ext. 8. If you have other wildlife prob-
lems, call a private pest/wildlife control
service.

BUILDING PERMITS: All building
permits are issued by Building Inspector
Gary Klinka (727-9200). Permits are
needed to construct a fence or build a
deck. If you aren’t sure you need a per-
mit, check with Gary.

ADDRESS SIGNS: Homeowners are
responsible for maintaining the emer-
gency address signs placed in front of
their homes by the Town. Assure that the
signs remain visible by keeping brush
and snow away from the sign. Also, do
not remove or relocate the sign.

OBSTRUCTING RIGHTS-OF-WAY
AND DRAIN AGE DITCHES: You
cannot place a fence or greenery in the
Town’s road right-of-way. No part of a
mailbox should extend over the paved
portion of the road. In addition, culverts
and drainage ditches must be kept clear
of obstructions and must not be filled in.
If you have a question about water
drainage issues or the right-of-way, call
Town Chairman Robert Schmeichel.

MINUTES AND AGENDAS: Town
minutes and agendas are posted on the
Town website (<www.townofneenah.
com>) and are also available for inspec-
tion at the Town Hall during regular busi-
ness hours.

— Town of neenah ReMindeRs —
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